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ewouldn't necessasily want
to mect these “kids,” sven on
Main Street in plain daylight,

We suspect the two young Panisian
men, each holding a bat, ave not he on
thedr way (o a little Jeague game, ‘I'he
formally posed dude with hair that
looks Tike o tarintula and a chunk of
steel sewts o o one shiowder 1S not an
honowr studentat convocatlon,

The guys and dolls depicted In a stun-
ning series of photos by Rall’ Marsault
and the late Hemno bMdller - on view at
M du B, K H & g, with most of the im.
ages published tn a book called Fin de
Sitele - live In London, Paris and
Berlin, bat not in e arcas presented in
travel brochures, Rather, these chil-
dren of poverty live 1o places une
touched by middle-class niceties -
places where Bids don't aspire 1o johs,
or where parents don't whisk tes off
10 tap-dance lessons or tonnis canp,

Many of them don’t have lifespans
Jong enough to make it to graduation in
even the most accelerntixd fastiion col-
lepe Yet high fshion, even when it bor
rows from low life, couldn’t hold o can-
(e to te homemade leatber "aemow ™
aned super-Crill dresses of these bick-
streel centurions and queers,

These days, itseems fashion lgenee
Al has analtinlty for violence, The todl
cls marching along the average rasway
Uy had Lo Jeole as though they wers on
the warpiath, more than ready o walk
all over you. However, us sugpested by
Mazsannalt's sned Mallee's adbuin, it ke
anper of o kind ravely expresss) inpe
lite" sociely o pruduce clothes that kill
= lgnatively and Literadiy.

"The photos ace the result ol an Gyear
collaborative elfort focusmg on the
“under¢lass.” Marsault and Muollor
mut In 1977 and soon became an artlstic
“unit.” They took the namue 25434, refer-
INg o their respeetive ages at a given
time. The project involving fringe cle-
munts began w1967 and ended up pro-
duelng about 250 worles,

H's no surprise o learn that many of
the subjects just sald yes to drugs early
in their lves. But It's equally casy to
mugine that their patural responsc to
srdweuld be a colossal "No™ - though
they Whemselves are artobjects of
worts, Onforays Into thelr chosen Eure:
penn cities, the photographers sought
out their exotle human spechmens,
spotting real over-thedine knockoults
and asking them to pese. (That these
denlzens of the urban wild are not
tosere weekued punks i asaerted In the
ilterature Included in the press pacle:
ageaccompanylap the show)

Even the satanle Likes of Rab ol Lon-
dan, two lovingly cultivated splkes of

hadr sticking om his head and bega.

tivity written all over his tattooed body,
agreed 10 be photopraphix, Sowme, such
ns Pop-Eye ol Berlin who posed prowd-
Ly next 1o some of his favourile gas.
nuuks, woem almost mediawise

The overal) impression s of aman's
workl, [ o place where power 1sn’t
something concealed In o bank buok
hat 15 plainly advertlsed, In facial ex
pression and hardness of muscle,’

However, women do lave a role that,
ity way, 1s highdy Hberated, If belng

as mean as men §s a defloition of em:
powerment, Moet Avmelle of Paris, for
examplo, I'he ulinate splee-gid, tough
as naals wath apattitude matched per-
fectly to her'castom-made Jeather Jack-
el and metad lnse ands deliant-
Iy in Ivont of wide stairs leading 1o
nowher, ot Jeast ot [n thas pictare,

This beautaful and touchang portrait,
captivatiog but oot Invasive, Is reminis
cent ol the work of Brassal - some -
apes also bring to mind photographer
AngzustoSandoes Ths work relies on the
power of its subject as well as on the
prowess of the photographenrs,

For an alternate verslon of domestic
blass we encounter Cindy Hugh of Lon-
don. Truly glurious tn her vast, gos.
sumer aurcole of pale hair, strands
walting down below her manute wast,
she posttively steals the pletune A folk
artmasterplece in her own right, this
seil-mode update | on. Barbie, - show-
horned,(nto' her pRstic party” dress,

“bas charinto burn; The inteleate, cro-

choted pettjcoat pecking out from un:
der the dress adds just the vipht nole.
But Cindy: is:not altogether alone,
Standing behind hor- In the distince
15 @ man, probably not an average hub-
by home from a hard day al the office,

Armelle, Paris 1986,

S, the suedy twen ol bis shartess tor
50, propped agninst a seabrous brick
wall, 1ells us mno sneertain eems that
bae s Kangs o his ceowunblingg eastle

The people emerging trom the
chisroscuro of tese stunning; pictures
are inevitably posaed in Craghtenteg s
dustriiad wasteluwls suppesting the end
of the world. We get a sense that the
subjects, no matter bow short lvd and
unshealthy, ave, in fact, desert blooms,
rismg out of dust and ram

Oceastonally, the show veers into
smoother somewhnl araficial turd, at
Jeat by termes of sensibilaty o torse
we dida’t know the subjects Bad been
asked o pose, we would thlok - almost
+ that the photographers had snuck up
on Jasoen of London, Inthis stunning
portralt, somewhere between lovely
and slick and printed especially lacge,
we Ond Jason squatting i the duct, His
nverted Guee i lacked into the shadows
He appeins w nuslitine, possibly on the
brovity of existenc, lus e mosiniy
prodsed on the top of 2Ny gyroscope,
symbol ol huwrmony.

In fact, everything in this pieture i
momentartly, micacalously, i place
The striations in Juson's monumental
Mohawk bairdoe are viswally eckioed m
the myeiad metad studs on the sitter's
arms. Even the zippers and frayed
spats on the jeans pet i on tus elegant,
visual minuel of pattern, texture and
precision,

Thia show, ik Kind ol wildlife salisri,
{akees us lnto precincts otherwise tor
Lldden. We, of course, are cast as
voyeurs ensconced sulely in our bus,
Yel 1t Is theoupgh petting on board as
voyeurs Unil we ecensionadly learna bt
te about others, Photography s the
voyeur's art par excellence, Dut these
fascinating photos are i no way pi
tronizing. The subjects are not deliv.
vred to us bottled as chiches. W have no
doubt that after doing thew pases, Rab,
Cindy Bam Bam and the others were
set “free” to fight and sleep (u thew
crumbling, unnatural habitats,

Finnlly, though, 1t's hard to come up
with i elear answer as 1o the pant of
thils show, admitted]y not meant as a
study or acelebration of stanoe and ¢ir-
cumstance. No particalar moral is at-
tached, nor do we come to love these
people, to discover the heart of gold
beating beneath the stads - thouph we
do detect something heating or bewg
beaten,

Whatever lts point, however, the
show 1s a must. There is an implicil
message i dtbat tis pawadlel world -
at least i terms of (he clothes worn -
heartly rejects commercialism and the
ruleof Lrand nacnes. The other imphed
message nas to do with the ability of
humanity to swvive, no imatter in bow

« debased a state, Sheathed in their sell

made clothes, the oddly oviginn folk:
heronihilists depieted Ly Marsiult
and Muller wouldn't be caupht dead
weiring o macho-Jacket by Ihifiger,
even if they could aflord < or stead - o
And one thang seems elear; anpger and
poverty are apolent ot i the o
mordlad bhaman will to deess up We can
lso conclude that o few strands of well
positioned bair are worth 1,000 words
A 28734 Photogrraphes, at Madw B, 1 1 &
B372 S, Catherine S¢6 W, Koom 512,
it July 31, Call Gus 1960



